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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, UNCTAD, GW 

SUBJECT: UNCTAD: QUESTIONNAIRE ON JUTE AND JUTE 
PRODUCTS 

REF: STATE 95108 

1 . FRG HAS RECEIVED QUESTIONNAIRE FROM UNCTAD SECRETARY 
GENERAL REQUESTING INFO ON PRODUCTION OF SYNTHETIC 
SUBSTITUTES. NO DEFINITE DECISION HAS BEEN MADE AS TO 
HOW OR WHETHER QUESTIONNAIRE SHOULD BE ANSWERED BY 
GERMANY. RATHER, ECONMIN REP KNOTTE HAS 
INSTRUCTIONS TO RAISE THE ISSUE AT EC MEETING IN BRUSSELS 
30 APRIL WITH A VIEW TO SECURING A COMMON EC POLICY IN 
SUPPORT OF GERMAN POSITION TAKEN AT FIRST SESSION OF 
PREPARATORY CONFERENCE. IF EC AGREEMENT SECURED, 
GERMANS HOPE THAT EC WILL EVENTUALLY ISSUE A STATEMENT 
OF THAT POSITION, FOLLOWING WHICH FIGURES FOR ENTIRE 
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EC, RATHER THAN INDIVIDUAL COUNTRY BREAKDOWNS, MIGHT BE 
SUBMITTED TO UNCTAD. 

2. EVEN IF EC AGREEMENT IS SECURED, 

GERMANS WILL ASK THAT EC TAKE NO ACTION ON THIS ISSUE 
PRIOR TO SECOND SESSION OF PREPCON IN GENEVA, BECAUSE 
OF WHAT GERMANS FRET. WAS DISCRIMINATORY CHOICE OF 
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QUESTIONNAIRE ADDRESSEES. GERMANS FEEL STRONGLY THAT 
UNCTAD SECRETARIAT SHOULD BE ASKED TO SEND QUESTIONNAIRE 
TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNCTAD. PRIOR TO SECOND SESSION, 

GERMANS WILL CALL FOR AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS AMONG ALL 
DELEGATIONS WHICH HAD STATED RESERVATIONS IN OCTOBER 
SESSION IN ORDER TO COORDINATE POLICY ON THE 
QUESTIONNAIRE. 

STOESSEL 
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